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"A prison cell like this is a good analogy for Advent; one waits, hopes, does this or 
that - ultimately negligible things - the door is locked and can only be opened from 
the outside.”  Bonhoeffer
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WORSHIP NOTES 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP  
At the time of baptism, 
parents, family, friends and 
the whole congregation 
promise to bring children to 
worship. Not to do so 
would be like sitting down 
to the family meal but 
excluding the kids. Sure, 
their manners might be far 
from elegant, but we 
welcome them because 
they are part of the family. 
Being with family is how we 
learn to be family. Worship 
is no different. Young 
people giggle, they poke, 
they ask questions and 
they swing their legs 
because they are young 
children. Children learn 
about worship and how to 
participate by experience, 
by how they are 
welcomed into the 
community, by what they 
see big people doing. 
Children's worship materials 
are available at each 
entrance or from an usher. 
Nursery Care is available all 
morning on the lower level. 

CANDLE ON TABLE 
The candle on the 
communion table is lit in 
solidarity with individuals 
and communities 
experiencing gun 
violence.  

SANCTUARY PEWS 
Over the summer the 
Session voted to remove 
selected pews in the 
sanctuary to create 
additional space for 
families and those with 
accessibility issues. As 
volunteers work to adapt 
our worship space to make 
it more welcoming, the 
Session invites your 
feedback as they discern 
the right size and scope of 
accessible spaces. As we 
seek to be an adaptive 
and inclusive 
congregation, the Session 
believes that slight 
modifications to our 
worship space will help 
families with young 
children and those with 
accessibility issues feel 
even more welcome.  

Order of Worship 

PRELUDE Robert Moncrief, Organist 
Meditation on “Picardy” Leo Sowerby 

WORDS OF WELCOME Derek Starr Redwine  

Attendance pads, Intercessory Prayer cards 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Annie Mills  
One:  Happy are those whose hope is in God, maker of heaven and earth - 
All:  For God keeps faith forever! 
One  God executes justice for the oppressed and gives food for the hungry. 
All:  God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind. 
One:  God lifts up those who are bowed down. 
All:  God watches over the strangers and upholds the orphan and the widow. 
One:  People of God, sing praise to the One who is your help - 
All:  For God keeps faith forever! 

*OPENING PRAYER   
Let us pray:  Faithful God, you draw near to us  
 in our joy and in our grief,  
 in our hope and in our despair.   
 When we are bowed down, you raise us anew.   
 We turn to you now in search of your healing touch.   
 God of compassion and love,  
 move among us this hour.   
 Open our eyes, dispel our fears,  
 and show us the real life you have to offer.  
 We pray this in the name of the Risen One,  
 Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

*HYMN 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion Bereden Väg För Herran 

CALL TO  CONFESSION     Sarah Kok 
   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Merciful and surprising God, during the Advent season of waiting, we turn to you, 
recognizing our deep need of your saving love. 

Too often we place our hope in our own efforts, and we find ourselves afraid, 
recognizing a longing for something that you alone can provide.  

Too often we create a hasty, imperfect peace, and we find ourselves turning our 
backs on people crying out for justice. 

Too often we search for joy in the pursuit of material successes that we think will 
satisfy us, and we find ourselves adrift, lacking clarity of purpose, out of touch 
with your calling on our lives. 

Too often our love falls short of your calling, and we find ourselves alienated from 
our family, our friends, and our communities.  

Help us recognize you when we encounter you. Long ago, you guided the 
shepherds of Bethlehem to your manger bed. Guide us along our journey of faith 
as we find hope in your faithfulness, peace in trusting your sovereignty over all 
things, joy in our renewed relationships, and love in our communion with you, our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.  



PRELUDE 
Leo Sowerby (1895-1968) 
was one of America’s 
leading 20th-century 
church musicians. He was 
organist-choirmaster of St. 
James’ Cathedral in 
Chicago for 35 years and 
director of the College of 
Church Musicians at 
National Cathedral in 
Washington. He died while 
leading a youth choir 
camp in Port Clinton, OH. 
This meditation is on 
Picardy, a 17th-century 
French melody to which 
we sing “Let All Mortal 
Flesh Keep Silence.” 

HYMN 106 
This engaging Advent text 
based on Isaiah 40:3-5 
and Psalm 24:7-10 has 
been in use in the Church 
of Sweden for almost two 
hundred years. It is set to a 
version of an even older 
Swedish tune, which in 
turn seems to be derived 
from a German folk tune 
that spread to 
Scandinavia.  

ANTHEM 
This anthem, adapted 
from Isaiah 40, was written 
for the choirs of a United 
Methodist church in 
Norman, OK, by Carolyn 
Jennings, Professor Emerita 
of Music at St. Olaf 
College and musician at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Northfield, MN. 

BIBLE READINGS 
Many people are finding 
ways to incorporate Bible 
reading through their 
smartphones. Try 
biblegateway.com if you 
would like to follow along. 

HYMN 149 
Originally a celebration of 
God’s sovereignty, Psalm 
72 has often been given a 
Christological 
interpretation, notably in 
Isaac Watts’ “Jesus Shall 
Reign” (see no. 265). The 
references to rulers here 
probably influenced the 
view that the Magi of 
Matthew 2 were kings (see 
no. 151). 

SILENT CONFESSION and KYRIE 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
One: Friends, believe the good news: 
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and restored to new life! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING   Jan Spalding and Richard Spalding 

One:  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
 my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant,   
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty  
 One has done great things for me, and holy is his name” 

One:  Today we remember Mary, innocent and powerful, sacred and scared,  
 worried and waiting as the savior of all grows in her womb.  She sings  
 boldly when she might be meek; she bears her role in history with the  
 confidence of a warrior; she is the beginning of a mighty revolution as the 
 proud are brought down and room is made for the lowly to be lifted up. 

ALL:  We give thanks for the Marys among us, who step out of the roles society 
 has planned; unintended pioneers determined to do as God asks; fearless 
 and fearfully stepping out in faith, calling us to make room to be   
 revolutionary. 

One:  On this third Sunday of Advent we light this candle as a symbol of Mary,  
 mother of God, bearer of the Way. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:  Hymn 88 (stanza 6) 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Veni Emmanuel 

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

ANTHEM    Youth and Fairmount Choirs 
Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain Carolyn Jennings 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tidings proclaim to the world. 
Lift up your voice, shout the good news: Behold, your Lord comes to you. He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd, He will carry the lambs in his arms, He will ever 
keep them safe from harm. He who made the stars in the heaven, He who 
fashioned the earth and the sea, from time eternal, He was Alpha and Omega. 
He will come in power and glory, He will rule with mercy and truth, hope of all 
the nations, Light of all. He will love the little children, He will hold them in His 
arms. Love Him and trust him as a child; behold, your Lord comes to you.  
 (Adapted from Isaiah 40) 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
Children preschool-3rd grade are invited to join for WE TIME (Worship 
Enrichment) in room 114 on the main level led by staff and shepherds. We will 
rejoin the congregation at the end of the offering to sing the closing hymn and 
receive the benediction. On the first Sunday of each month, Communion 
Sunday, we ask that ALL elementary-aged children stay for the entire worship 
service. 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Bryan Seekely 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Psalm 146:5-10 (OT page 581) 

SECOND READING   Matthew 11:2-11(NT page 11) 
One:  The Word of the Lord.  All:  Thanks be to God! 

SERMON   “Making Room for the Impossible"   Derek Starr Redwine 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  adapted from the United Church of Canada 
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God, who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus to reconcile and make new.   
We trust in God who calls us to be the church;  
to love and serve others;  
to seek justice and resist evil;  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
We affirm that there is more to life than what can be seen  
and that by the Spirit’s presence, God is giving us what we need to be faithful 
and brave. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not 
alone. Thanks be to God! 

*HYMN 149 (stanzas 1-3)   All Hail to God’s Anointed    Rockport 

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY     Derek Starr Redwine
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

CALL TO OFFERING   
   
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   
Christ the Apple Tree Stanford Scriven 
The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green; the trees of 
nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. This beauty doth all 
things excel; by faith I know, but ne’er can tell the glory which I now can see, in 
Jesus Christ the apple tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure 
dearly I have bought; I missed of all, but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple 
tree. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; which 
makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree. I’m weary’d with 
my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile; under the shadow I will be, of Jesus 
Christ the apple tree. (Early American) 

All are invited to stand at the beginning of the Doxology. 

*DOXOLOGY, Hymn 606    Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
*Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *or “Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Stanford Scriven (b. 1988) 
wrote this piece when he 
was a junior at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, MN. 
A member of the St. Olaf 
Choir, he dedicated the 
piece to the choir and its 
director, Dr. Aton 
Armstrong. The text 
compiled by Joshua Smith 
(1760-1795), a lay minister 
from New Hampshire, 
depicts Christ as an 
unwavering apple tree, a 
symbol of strength and 
abundant life. Apple trees 
were commonly grown in 
early New England, and 
there was an old English 
tradition of wassailing or 
wishing health to apple 
trees on Christmas Eve. 

HYMN 100 
By employing an energetic 
Irish folk song for its melody, 
this ballad-like paraphrase 
of the Magnificat, Mary’s 
song at her meeting with 
her relative Elizabeth (Luke 
1:46-55), recaptures both 
the wonder and the faith 
of the young woman who 
first recognized what God 
was doing.   

 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
  
*HYMN 100 (stanzas 1-3)     My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout             Star of the County Down 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    

All are invited to stay following the Charge and Benediction  
for a Congregational Meeting. Nursery care will be available through the end of the meeting  

*rising, as able 

SACRED SCRIBBLES  

Worship is a participatory activity. As you seek to discern what God is saying to you this day,  
we encourage you to write, draw, or doodle as you worship.



THANK YOU to our Sunday Volunteers! 
Head Usher: Mark Byrne 
Service Recorder: Peter Scheid 
Office Volunteer: Jan Spalding 
Liturgists: Steph Washlock (8:30am), Bryan Seekely (11:00am) 
8:30am Greeter: Ulrich Hopfer 
Elder Greeter: Doris Evans 
Hospitality Sponsors: Bourbon Zeigler, Mary McKissick 
Deacon Flower Delivery: Dottie Henry, Sally Mortimer 
Congregational Care Connectors: Lee Hart (8:30am), Pamela MacWilliams (11:00am) 
Note Writing Table Volunteers: Mary Giffin (9:30am). Becky Zeigler (10:10am), Susan Kent (12:00pm) 
Chancel Flowers: The Chancel Flowers are given in loving memory of Kate Elizabeth Castle from her family.  

Congregational Care Connectors: On Sunday mornings, you will notice members of the church wearing 
brightly colored stoles over their shoulders. These Congregational Care Connectors will listen to your joys, 
concerns and prayer requests. The CCC will share this information with the pastors so that we can follow up in 
appropriate ways.  

Members Requesting Prayer: the family of Eddie Kieger, Michael Campbell and family, Willa Jordan, Dudley 
Hawley, Ruby Williams, Mary Broadbent, Reuben Harris. 

Online Documents: 
To access the Annual Report, Session minutes, sermons, and newsletters; to submit creative service and 
building use requests; and to view the church calendar, visit www.fairmountchurch.org. 

Fairmount Winter Weather Policy 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church will follow the lead of the Cleveland Heights/University Heights school district 
during severe winter weather. When the CHUH school district is closed, Fairmount Presbyterian Church will 
also close, to ensure the safety of our staff and members. 

Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Whether you are visiting for the first time or are a longtime member, we are more fully who God wants us, and the world 
needs us to be, because you are here. And for that we give God thanks.  
At Fairmount, all are welcome to follow Christ, grow in faith, serve together, and care for all.  This is our vision, and we are 
striving to make it true. We don't all look alike, or act alike, and God knows we don't think alike. We bring different questions, 
experiences, perspectives, and burdens to the table. But every Sunday, we worship together as one, because we believe 
God has brought us together for a purpose.  
In worship, we discover who we are and to whom we belong.  This process of discovery isn't always easy. Sometimes we 
leave church with more questions than answers, but we believe that through studying the ways of Jesus, singing the hymns of 
our tradition, praying with words and silence, and openly wrestling with the challenges of the modern world, we 
are strengthened in our call to be disciples of the one who is the light of the world and the hope of all our hearts.  
It is my hope that you will leave worship today both comforted and challenged by God's presence and this community of 
faith. God is here, doing what God loves to do - shaking things up with grace to remind us just how much we are loved.  
After worship, stick around. Grab a cup of coffee in our fellowship hall. Take a walk around our building.  Spend a 
few moments of quiet in our garden, walk the labyrinth outside, or introduce yourself to a member of the church or one of 
our staff.  There are many opportunities here to feed your soul, serve others, and expand your spirit. Try one out. You never 
know - you might have found your spiritual home.   

-Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor

Stewardship Season 
We are currently collecting pledges from members and friends of the church in support of 
the ministry and mission of the church in 2017, in the hope that we can expand our mission 
budget to meet Session's goal of directing 10% of our budget to mission. Thank you to all 
who have submitted a pledge. Pledges for 2017 can be placed in the offering plate, mailed 
to the church, or made online at www.fairmountchurch.org. We also count on your 
generosity at the end of the year to meet our commitments. Thank you for all the ways you 
give. 

http://www.fairmountchurch.org
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Call for Congregational Meeting, Sunday, December 11 
The Session has called a congregational meeting for today, Sunday, December 11th, immediately following the 
11am worship service, to ask the congregation to concur with the Session and Pastor Eric Dillenbeck in requesting 
that Eric’s pastoral relationship with Fairmount Presbyterian Church be dissolved, effective Sunday, January 8, 
2017 and that Eric be allowed until December 31, 2018, to repay the loan made by the Church to Eric under the 
previously approved Equity Agreement. 

We are thankful for Eric’s eight years of service to the church and for all the ways he has provided direction, 
care, and inspiration. Eric has been a faithful leader, upholding himself and each of us to the highest standards 
of behavior and moral integrity, helping us as we seek to grow in faith and serve God. If you have questions 
contact members of Session, Personnel, or Pastor Derek. Copies of the letters from Session and Pastor Eric are 
available in the church office. In this time of leave taking, we encourage you to reach out to Eric to express your 
words of thanks. You are also invited to contribute to a congregational gift for Eric and his family; you can give 
directly online or to write "Dillenbeck Gift" on memo line of your check. There will also be a party after worship on 
Sunday, January 8, to celebrate Eric's ministry among us.  

Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers: December 18th after the 11:00am Worship Service 
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 18th, immediately after the 11:00am 
service, to vote on the slate of Elders, Deacons, Endowment Trustees, and At-Large Nominating Committee 
members as presented by the Nominating Committee. 

Party of the Century Mission Fundraising  
Due to generosity of many Fairmounters, past and present, the Session is excited to announce that $37,000 for 
mission was raised through the Party of the Century that celebrated our church's 100 Birthday and 100 years of 
God's faithfulness! The Session and the Serve Council are currently discerning where to direct your generosity. 
Thank you for all the ways you support mission and outreach through your support of the church. 

Adult Education Advent Study 
Will You Make Room? Sunday Mornings at 9:50am in the Ganson Room 
The stories we encounter in our biblical narrative ask a clear and compelling question, “Will you make room?” Will 
you make room for your neighbor?  Will you make room for the stranger?  Will you make room for love?  Will you 
make room for God?  This central question arises from the lived experience of God’s people who were always 
asking, “will you make room for us?”  This question is still very much alive and well today as refugees flee their 
homelands in search of peace and safety.  You are invited to dwell with this question in our Advent Bible study 
this year as we learn about the plight of the refugees in biblical times, and in our time, and as we learn about 
ways our Session has decided to make room for refugees in the coming years.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Please use the insert in this bulletin to order your Christmas Poinsettias, which will decorate our space this holiday 
season. All money raised beyond what is needed to provide beauty for our space will be donated to the missions 
of the church. The deadline to order is Wednesday, December 14th. Questions? Please call or email Christine 
Winters at cwinters@fairmountchurch.org.  

Fairmount Music Series:  
The Fairmount Choir and Orchestra Present Vivaldi’s Gloria and Corelli’s Christmas Concerto 
Sunday, December 18th, During 11:00am Worship  
The Gloria in Excelsis is a 4th-century prose hymn that is an especially popular text at Christmas because it begins 
with the angelic hymn sung at Christ’s nativity, “Glory to God in the highest...” (Luke 2:14). The Concerto Grosso in 
G minor, Op. 6, No. 8, by Arcangelo Corelli, is known commonly as the Christmas Concerto. 

Children’s Christmas Cocoa Candlelight: Wednesday, December 14th, at 6:30pm in the Chapel 
Join us on Wednesday, December 14th, at 6:30pm in the chapel for a Christmas Story by candlelight followed by 
hot cocoa. This is a great way to prepare for Christmas and to take a breath in the midst of this busy season.  
Invite your friends, neighbors and family. 

Christmas Joy Offering: The Wondrous Gift is Given, Sunday, December 18th 
Next Sunday during worship, we will collect the Christmas Joy Offering. Half of the Christmas Joy Offering supports 
the continued ministry of education and forming Christian leaders. The other half of the Offering honors those 
leaders who serve and have served us well. 

Tonight! Be our guest at the Fairmount Christmas Party! 
 5:00-7:00 pm in Andersen Hall 

Join us for an evening of carols, musical selections, a potluck meal and wonderful company. A 
main course and side will be provided. Please bring a dessert or side dish.
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Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Vision/Mission Statement: Following Christ.  Growing in Faith.  Serving Together.  Caring for All. 

Core Values: authentic, generous, inclusive, innovative, and relevant. 

Diversity Statement: As beloved children of God, we welcome all persons to join our family of faith as full 
participants, regardless of age, race or ethnicity, national origin, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
mental or physical ability, economic status, differences of thought and expression, or any other human 
condition. We celebrate and find strength in our diversity. 

Sunday, December 18th - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:15am  Childcare - Nursery 
8:30am  Worship with Communion - Chapel 
9:30am  Coffee Hour - Andersen Hall 
9:50am  Christian Education for All Ages 
11:00am Worship - Sanctuary: Music Series: Fairmount Choir - Vivaldi Gloria 
12:00pm Coffee Hour - Andersen Hall  
2:00pm  Youth Sledding/Skating 

2757 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 -  www.fairmountchurch.org  -  216.321.5800

Deacons

Session 
LeAnn Davis, Clerk of Session

Class of 2016 
Karen Dakin 
Ulrich Hopfer 
Mark Johnson 
Tom Johnston 
Keith Mills 
Peter Scheid 
Hedy Westra 

Class of 2017 
David Bosler 
Gina Kashuk 
Laura Migneco-Frentzko 
Nora Murphy 

Class of 2018 
Walter Cha 
Rick Smith 
Ginger Van Wagenen 
Jewel Williams

Class of 2016 
Marnee Anderson 
Melissa Breedlove 
Michael Campbell 
Mary Giffin 
Willa Jordan 
Ann Kieger 
Jerry Parker 
Jean Rathbone 
Leslie Richer 
Stephanie Washlock 
Bourbon Zeigler 

New Class of 2016 
Nicole Bush 
Deborah Erwin  
Pete McWilliams  
Becky Medearis 
Deborah Punshon  
Joyce Tedrick  

Class of 2017 
Tuni Chilcote 
Melissa Hensel 
Trevor Jones 
Pam MacWilliams 
Kathy Mason 
Grace Mawhorter 
Sally Mortimer 

Endowment Trustees
Class of 2016  
Dan Austin 
Mimi Lord 

Class of 2017 
Liz Boncella 
Carolyn Cheverine 
Jennifer Chevraux 

Class of 2018 
Brian Frentzko 
Chin-Tai Kim

At-Large Nominating Committee
Laura Desmond 
Liz Lehfeldt 
Sharon Milligan 
Lisa Mortimer 
Kevin Petru

Staff 

Nancy Cochrane, Church Administrator 
 ncochrane@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Eric Dillenbeck, Associate Pastor 
 edillenbeck@fairmountchurch.org 

The Rev. Susan Holderness, Parish Associate 
 sholderness@fairmountchurch.org 

Sarah Kok, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
 sarahk@fairmountchurch.org 

Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 amykim@fairmountchurch.org 

Barbara Lang, Music Ministry Assistant 
 blang@fairmountchurch.org 

Robert Moncrief, Minister of Music and Organist  
 rmoncrief@fairmountchurch.org 

Toby Pogue, Building Care Manager 
 bpogue@fairmountchurch.org 

Peggy Quarles, Early Childhood Coordinator 
 quarlespc@gmail.com 

Ann Randall, Financial Secretary 
 financial.secretary@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor 
 dredwine@fairmountchurch.org 

Christine Winters, Office Manager 
 cwinters@fairmountchurch.org 

Molly Roach, Batey 105 Tutor
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